
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9th November 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian/Carer 
 
The government has made a commitment to provide additional funding to schools for every student in 
response to the disruption to class-based teaching and learning from the end of March until the summer 
break. The purpose of this funding is to enable schools to deliver additional support to all students in 
order to mitigate against gaps in skills and knowledge following the period of prolonged remote 
learning. This one-off funding will be provided in three separate tranches during the course of the 
2020-21 academic year.  
 
Following a full half-term of class-based teaching and learning, we now have a clear picture of 
individual student progress by subject during the remote learning period and areas where support is 
required. We have already begun to invest in a personalised support programme for all to ensure our 
students are able to fulfil their potential in the subjects they study. We will write to you in due course 
with an outline of the additional provision that will be delivered in each subject. We are initially 
focussing upon developing our students’ literacy and numeracy skills as progress in these key areas will 
support their access to and success in the wider curriculum. In addition, we are aiming to invest in Key 
Stage 4 revision materials to help students to consolidate their learning and support independent work. 
We are looking at a range of workbooks as well as electronic resources.  
 
Our strategy, however, does not focus on academic development solely but also considers the social 
and emotional well-being of our students. The prolonged remote learning period presented many 
challenges for some students. In some cases, students’ attitudes to themselves as well as their learning 
have been impacted by remote education. Whilst some adapted well to independent working and got 
used to a different way of working, some have become disengaged and have lost their confidence. We 
know that some students have been through a period of heightened anxiety. Clearly, there are many 
different scenarios that can impact how students resettle into school life.  
  
In recent years, we have invested in creating a larger pastoral team in order to provide the most 
appropriate pastoral support for all our students. All staff are working closely with students to try to 
build a complete picture of our pupils’ mindset, motivation, attitudes and engagement in learning. This 
will help staff to provide tailored advice, strategies and interventions which will help our pupils settle 
back into school life, building their confidence and resilience. We will be closely tracking how students 
reacclimatise over the months ahead and we will contact you as necessary.  
 
We will provide further information regarding the catch-up premium in due course. If you require 
additional information in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

J Maddren 
 
Jill Maddren 
Assistant Principal 
Literacy/Teaching & Learning Development 

 

 

 


